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The true story of the "bad boy" of the Pacific theatre and his famous Black Sheep squadron. The

American World War II fighter pilot tells of his daring combat missions, his experiences in Japanese

prison camps, and his ten-year struggle against alcoholism. --This text refers to an out of print or

unavailable edition of this title.
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I came to this book believing that "Pappy" Boyington was a pugnacious drunken spendthrift that the

Marine Corps was anxious to be rid of, and that he may not have been the leading Marine Corps

ace of World War II as he was thought to be. From what I had read, Boyington spent most of his

time on the ground as a member of the American Volunteer Group (AVG), better known as "The

Flying Tigers," and was only credited with shooting down 3 Ã‚Â½ Japanese planes (although he

claimed six). I also understood that Boyington left the AVG early and was the only man ever

dishonorably discharged from that organization. In addition, I questioned his account of the final

action in which he was shot down, another unseen action in which he claimed two more enemy

planes.After reading this book, however, I'm not quite so sure. In it, Boyington readily admits that he

was a "drunk" and a "bum," and he allows as how he liked to wrestle a bit. As to his claim of six

enemy planes while with the AVG, his explanation is easily believable. As he explains it: In order to

get credit for a kill with the AVG you almost had to bring your victim back to the landing field in your

teeth and drop it where everyone could see it, whereas the majority of his kills had been 75 to 100



miles away, most times behind enemy lines. In addition, and most likely with some merit, he states

that the records of his actions at Rangoon were lost when that city fell to the Japanese. With regard

to his being "dishonorably discharged" from the AVG, Boyington acknowledges that he left shortly

before the remaining volunteers were forced/coerced into the Army Air Corps as 2nd lieutenants.

But once again his explanation rings true.
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